“How to Complete” US Ecology’s Waste Product Questionnaire (WPQ)
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Disclaimer

This information was prepared by American Ecology Corporation. It is not legal advice, and may not be current.  AEC is not a law firm, nor does it provide legal advice on specific State and Federal regulatory interpretations.  Therefore, this information does not create, expressly or impliedly, an attorney-client relationship.  This information is not a substitute for legal advice from an attorney licensed in the reader’s state or country.  AEC is not responsible for actions taken or not taken as a result of this information, nor for any errors or omissions it may contain.  Hazardous waste regulations are lengthy and complex, and this guidance is not intended to define all hazardous waste generator and disposal scenarios.  For further guidance, please use the following link to access the Code of Federal Regulations: http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&tpl=%2Findex.tpl 
Introduction
This guidance document helps customers prepare the US Ecology (USE) Waste Product Questionnaire (WPQ) that is used for waste stream review.  A current copy of the WPQ is available from US Ecology’s Customer Service Representatives or in electronic form from American Ecology’s website at (www.americanecology.com).     For specific waste acceptance questions, please contact US Ecology’s Customer Service team at one of the locations below:

	US Ecology - Nevada
	US Ecology- Idaho
	US Ecology- Texas

	PO Box 578
	PO Box 400
	PO Box 307

	Hwy 95, 11 mi. South 
	20400 Lemley Road
	3.5 mi. S. on Petronila Rd.

	Beatty, NV. 89003
	Grand View, ID. 83624
	Robstown, TX. 78380

	T- (800) 239-3943
	T- (800) 274-1516
	T- (800) 242-3209

	T- (775) 553-2203
	T- (208) 834-2275
	T- (361) 387-3518

	F- (775) 553-2742
	F- (208) 834-2919
	F- (361) 387-0794


Section A- Customer Information:
Provide the Generator’s name, facility address, and the mailing address (if different from facility address).  Provide a technical contact name and telephone number for technical inquiries and resolution of off-spec (non-conforming waste) loads. Identify generator status as Industrial or Non-industrial if shipping waste to Texas.  If the waste is state regulated (for example, Cal-Haz), provide the state EPA ID number.
Use 40 CFR § 261.5 and § 262.44 to determine EPA generator status.  If the material is a RCRA hazardous waste, provide the Generator’s EPA status (e.g. CESQG, SQG, LQG) and EPA ID number.  Include the State EPA ID number if applicable.  Texas Class 1 industrial non-hazardous wastes must have both EPA and Texas State ID numbers.  An EPA ID number is not required for Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQG) or for non-RCRA and/or non-hazardous wastes.  Please use “N/A” for EPA ID numbers for Non Regulated/Non RCRA material and “CESQG” for Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators. 

Include the customer’s National Industry Classification Code (NAICS).  The following link provides the most current code list:  http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/naics.html 

 If the billing company is different from the customer, provide the billing/broker information.  If you wish electronic invoices, please provide the appropriate email address.    
Section B- Shipping Description

 If the waste is not a “hazardous material” per Department of Transportation rules, enter “Non-DOT Regulated Waste Material”
If the waste is a hazardous material per DOT and RCRA regulations
, please:
1. Provide the Proper Shipping Name that will appear on the manifest
. 

2. Provide the Hazard Class per DOT regulations.

3. Provide the UN or NA number per DOT regulations.

4. Provide the packing group per DOT regulations

5. Provide the reportable quantity (RQ), per DOT regulations, if applicable. 
For all wastes:
6. Provide the container type(s) that will be used for shipments.  Provide an estimated annual quantity and size of container in tons, yards, gallons, etc.  If estimates are not known, please write “unknown”.

7. Provide estimated frequency 
 of waste shipments.
Section C- General Material & Regulatory Information:

1. Provide the common name for this waste (e.g. lead contaminated soil, bag house dust, etc.).  
2. Describe the process that generated the waste, include additional sheets as necessary.  Please provide as much information as possible to enable US Ecology to identify safety hazards and determine if this process is specifically “listed” under RCRA, or if the waste may contain characteristic wastes
.  

3. Describe the physical appearance of the waste (e.g., soil with scrap metal) to enable US Ecology to perform a visual confirmation.

4. Describe any odor that the waste may have.
5. Enter the source of knowledge used to determine the waste’s regulatory status
.  Check all boxes that apply.  Please attach the appropriate information, such as lab results and/or Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS).
Notes on Other Information in Section C
· 40 CFR §264.1080 and §265.1080- Subpart CC regulate waste material greater than 500 ppmw VOC’s managed in tanks, containers and surface impoundments. 
· 40 CFR §61.340 subpart FF clean air rules contain the Benzene NESHAP regulations.  Waste generated from chemical manufacturing, coke-by-product recovery plants, petroleum refineries or treaters of such waste are subject to subpart FF requirements. 

· US EPA waste codes are found in 40 CFR Part 261-Identification And Listing Of Hazardous Waste
· 40 CFR §268 covers Land Disposal Restrictions.  If wastes are subject to LDRs, please provide a completed LDR form, which is available from your customer service representative or on-line at (www.americanecology.com)

·  40 CFR §268.2 defines US EPA’s “Treatment sub-categories” for wastes requiring LDR treatment.  
· 40 CFR §268.2 and §268.40- Treatment Standards for Hazardous Wastes define “Underlying Hazardous Constituents” (UHCs).  
· US EPA defines “treatment” of hazardous waste in 40 CFR §260.10 – Definitions.
· Subpart XX standards apply to ethylene production facilities
· 40 CFR §268.2(k) provides EPA’s definition of soils subject to the LDRs under 40 CFR §268.49- Alternate LDR Treatment Standards for Contaminated Soils
.
· For form codes, source codes and management codes, see EPA’s Hazardous Waste Report Instructions and Forms at: http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/data/br05/forms.htm  
Section D- Material Composition (Physical/Chemical) 

Describe the physical nature of the material and identify important chemical constituents.  For example, if a waste is primarily soil and debris and is contaminated with gasoline, then describe the percentage and range of soil and debris and quantify the concentrations of gasoline compounds measured in the mixture.

The description should be as informative as possible, for example “brown, clay soil” and “debris such as PPE, rocks, wood, metal, and pipes.” The sum of the percentages must equal or exceed 100%.    

Chemical concentrations must include appropriate units of measure and differentiate TCLP results from Total results.  List the typical value or range of concentrations.  For example:  Benzene “typical value”- 50 mg/l Total and range 30-100. If additional space is needed, please attach a list. Please list all TRI reportable components.
Sections E- Does the waste exhibit or contain the following:

· The EPA classifies oxidizers with an EPA waste code of D001.  The correct DOT reference for oxidizers is 49 CFR §173.127. In general if the material has a DOT hazard class of 5.1, it is an EPA waste code of D001. 

· Is the waste explosive?*  See 40 CFR §261.23   
· Does the waste contain organic peroxide?* 
· Is the waste shock sensitive?* See 40 CFR §261.23
· Does the waste contain tires? *
· Is the pyrophoric?* See 40 CFR §261.21 and 23
· Is the waste Radioactive? **
· Is the waste Exempt radioactive material? ** 

· Does the waste contain Halogenated Organic Compounds? See §268 Appendix III.

· Does the waste contain reactive sulfides?  If “Yes” provide the concentration in ppm- See 261.23
· Does the waste contain reactive cyanides? If “Yes” provide the concentration in ppm-. See 261.23.  If the material contains reactive cyanides that cause the material to be classified as waste code D003, then the amenable portion of the cyanides will need to be determined.  Amenable cyanides are amenable to treatment by chlorination.   Prior to land disposal, both the total and the amenable cyanides must meet the LDR treatment standards (i.e. 590 ppm and 30 ppm, respectively). 
· Is the waste reactive to air or water?* See 40 CFR 261.23

· Is the waste thermally unstable?* See 40 CFR 261.21 and 23 
· Is the waste TSCA PCB regulated? *** 

· Is the waste medical/infectious? *
· Are there compressed gasses? **** 
* If the answer to this question is “Yes,” please contact your customer service representative for guidance.
** If the answer to this question is “Yes” and you are shipping to US Ecology’s Idaho facility, please complete the Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC) addendum and submit to your customer service representative for approval. 

*** Consult your US Ecology customer service representative for guidance on handling RCRA/TSCA wastes.
**** Generally cylinders containing compressed gasses are not acceptable at US Ecology facilities.  However empty cylinders that no longer have an intact valve may be acceptable.  Different states regulate “aerosol cans” differently.   Please contact your customer service representative for guidance.

Section F- Physical Properties:

1. Is the waste flashpoint <1400 F?  See 40 CFR §261.2 If “Yes”, provide the flash point.
2. Provide the typical pH range.  See 40 CFR §261.22
3. If the material is a solid, determine whether or not the material has the potential for the presence of incidental liquids due to transport (rain, etc.) or other reasons. 

4. Does the waste pass the paint filter test when shipped?

Section G- Certification:

If the material is: 

· non-RCRA and may be disposed of without further treatment (assume non-RCRA liquids are solidified prior to landfill) mark the box “Yes” In Texas a non-RCRA liquid industrial waste requires “treatment” prior to land disposal; or 

· a restricted waste meeting LDR, mark the box “Yes”; and submit the appropriate LDR signed certification with the first shipment.
· A restricted waste needing treatment prior to landfill, mark the box “No” and submit the appropriate LDR.
� Refer to the Department of Transportation regulations found in 49 CFR §105 through §180, and RCRA 40 CFR § 262, Subpart B- Manifesting 


� Refer to 49 CFR §172.101- Hazardous Materials Table, and 49 CFR §172.101 Appendix A for reportable quantities (RQ’s).


� This information enables USE to determine if the profile will need to be renewed on its anniversary date, which USE may be required to do by the facility permit.


� Refer to 40 CFR §261- Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste, and  §262 for Standards Applicable to Generators of Hazardous Waste 


� Any material that does not reasonably match the physical description will be placed on hold and off-loading delayed while US Ecology contacts the broker/generator to resolve the discrepancy.


6 Refer to 40 CFR §262.11- Hazardous Waste Determinations. 





� Wastes may be directly disposed if all the constituents are within 10 times the value found in the Universal Treatment Standard. In addition PCBs alone or in combination with other Halogenated Organic Compounds (Appendix III in 40 CFR §268) may be disposed without treatment if less than 1,000 ppm.  See §268.32 - Soils Containing Metals And Containing PCB’s - for guidance. 
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